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Professor Oyèrónkẹ́ Oyěwùmí (Stonybrook University) 

In her award-winning book The Invention of Women: Making an African Sense of Western Gender 

Discourses (University of Minnesota Press, 1997), Oyèrónkẹ́ Oyěwùmí  makes the case that the narrative 

of gendered corporeality that dominates the Western interpretation of the social world is a cultural 

discourse and cannot be assumed uncritically for other cultures. She concludes that gender is not only 

socially constructed but is also historical. Furthermore, she points out that the current deployment of 

gender as a universal and timeless social category cannot be divorced from either the dominance of 

Euro/American cultures in the global system or the ideology of biological determinism which underpins 

Western systems of knowledge.   

 

Born in Nigeria and educated at the University of Ibadan and the University of California at Berkeley, 

Oyěwùmí  has been widely recognised for her work. The monograph Invention won the 1998 

Distinguished Book Award in the Gender and Sex Section of the American Sociological Association and 

was a finalist for the Herskovitts Prize of the African Studies Association in the same year.   

Her areas of interest include, sociology of gender, sociology of knowledge, sociology of culture, 

comparative historical sociology, feminist theory, transnational feminisms, social theory, social 

inequalities in local, regional, and global systems, African Studies, (post) colonial studies and 

modernities. She has garnered a number of research fellowships, including Rockefeller Fellowships, a 

Presidential fellowship, and a Ford Foundation grant. Oyewumi's most recent research support was a 

Rockefeller Humanities Fellowship on Human Security (2003/2004), managed by National Council for 

Research on Women. (NCRW). 

Professor Pumla Dineo Gqola (University of Witwatersrand) 

Pumla Dineo Gqola is Professor in the Department of African Literature at the University of 

Witwatersrand. She has previously been Chief Research Specialist: Societies, Cultures and Identities 

Programme at the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) and Senior Lecturer at the University of the 

Free State's Department of English and Classical Culture. Gqola's research foci are slave memory in the 

African world, Black Consciousness literature, womanism and feminist literary studies, postcolonialism, 

post-apartheid public culture, African feminist sexualities, and Rape. Her book Rape: A South African 

Nightmare won the 2016 Alan Paton Award for Non-Fiction. Gqola teaches undergraduate and 

postgraduate courses on African continental and diasporic literatures and creative cultures. She has 

supervised postgraduate work on media, gender, race and sexualities as well as on her research focus 

areas listed above. 

Professor Rozena Maart (University of KwaZulu-Natal) 

Born in 1962, Rozena Maart is a South African writer, and professor, currently living in Durban. She is 

the Director for the Centre for Critical Research on Race and Identity. She has been recognised for her 

writing, and for her work opposing apartheid and violence against women. She has lectured throughout 

Canada, the United States and many parts of the world.  



She was born in District Six, Cape Town, South Africa, the old slave quarter of Cape Town. Her family was 

forcibly removed from District Six in 1973 as a result of the government’s Forced Removal Act. In 1987 

when she was 24, Maart was nominated for the Woman of the Year award hosted in Johannesburg, for 

her work opposing violence against women and for starting, with four women, the first Black feminist 

organization in Cape Town, Women Against Repression (WAR). 

She moved to Canada in 1989 and published her first book of poetry in 1990, Talk About It!. She won the 

Journey Prize in 1992 for her short story No Rosa, No District Six, which later appeared in her debut 

short story collection Rosa's District Six. She is the author of several books of poetry, short fiction, non-

fiction and novels, most recently the novel The Writing Circle, published in 2007 (TSAR Publications), 

which is being made into a feature film. Rosa's District Six made the weekly bestseller list in Canada in 

2006 and the HOMEBRU 2006 list in South Africa. 

She has a PhD from the University of Birmingham, UK (1993–1996) Centre for Cultural Studies. Her work 

examines relationships between and among Political Philosophy, Black Consciousness, Derrida and 

Deconstruction, Psychoanalysis, Feminist Theory, and Critical Theories of race and racism. 

Maart recently served on the UNESCO Scientific Committee for the South-South Philosophical Dialogues, 

which produced a Philosophical textbook covering four regions—Africa, Asia, South and Central America 

and the Arab region—in four languages (English, French, Spanish and Arabic). In 2010 The Writing Circle 

was noted as one of the ten top books in South African literature in her homeland, South Africa and 

nominated by the African Studies Association for the Aidoo-Snyder Book Prize.  

Professor Lewis R Gordon (University of Connecticut) 

Lewis R Gordon is an Afro-Jewish philosopher, political thinker, educator, and musician, who was born 

on the island of Jamaica and grew up in the Bronx, New York, where he attended Evander Child’s High 

School, played jazz in NY night clubs, and went to Lehman College under the Lehman Scholars Program 

(LSP) where he graduated with honors in philosophy and political science as a member of the Chi 

chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. His undergraduate mentor and lifetime friend, Gary Schwartz, with whom he 

also studied Greek and ancient literature, was Director of the LSP. Gordon then taught social studies at 

Lehman High School, where he founded The Second Chance Program for In-school Truants and then 

studied for his doctorate at Yale University, where he met his graduate mentor, the great Maurice 

Natanson, a phenomenologist and existentialist who was also a child of Yiddish theater in Brooklyn, New 

York, and whose mentor was Alfred Schütz, the great Austrian Jewish phenomenologist of the social 

sciences. His doctoral committee also included the late John E Smith and M Shawn Copeland (who now 

teaches at Boston College). 

Gordon’s research in philosophy is in Africana philosophy, philosophy of existence, phenomenology, 

social and political philosophy, philosophy of culture, aesthetics, philosophy of education, and 

philosophy of science. His philosophy and social theory have been the subjects of many studies in a 

variety of disciplines. Though he has written on problems of method and disciplinary formation in the 

human sciences, Gordon has more recently devoted attention to problems in philosophy of physics, 

especially through a series of ongoing discussions and research projects on cosmology and what he calls 

multidimensional theory with Stephon Alexander, who teaches physics at Brown University. In addition 

to theories of social transformation, decolonization, and liberation, Gordon’s research in social and 

political philosophy also addresses problems of normative political concerns beyond justice. 



As a public intellectual, Gordon has written for a variety of political forums, newspapers, and magazines 

such as truthout (on which he now serves as a member of the Board of Directors), the Pambazuka News, 

the Johannesburg Salon, and The Mail & Guardian, and has lectured across the globe, founded and co-

founded several book series, journals and organisations, including, with Paget Henry, the past Routledge 

series Africana Thought and, with Jane Anna Gordon and Nelson Maldonado-Torres, the London-based 

Rowman & Littlefield International series Global Critical Caribbean Thought, the journal Radical 

Philosophy Review, and the Caribbean Philosophical Association, of which he was the first president 

(2003 to 2008) and for which he now serves as the chairperson of the awards committee. He also 

participates in several international research groups.  

He is a professor of philosophy with affiliations in Judaic studies, Caribbean and Latina/o studies, and 

Asian and Asian American studies at UCONN-Storrs, and his visiting appointments include the European 

Union Visiting Chair in Philosophy at Université Toulouse Jean Jaurès, France (since 2013), Honorary 

Professor in (UHURU) the Unit for the Humanities at the university currently known as Rhodes in South 

Africa, where he was formerly the Nelson Mandela Distinguished Visiting Chair in Political and 

International (2014, 2015), Visiting Professor in Philosophy and Government at the University of the 

West Indies at Mona, Jamaica (since 1998), and Writer-in-Residence at the Birkbeck School of Law at the 

University of London (2016). 

Gordon is married to the political theorist, Jane Anna Gordon, with whom he has collaborated on a 

variety of intellectual projects, which includes the book Of Divine Warning: Reading Disaster in the 

Modern Age (Routledge, 2009) and A Companion to African-American Studies (Blackwell’s, 2006). He 

continues to perform music, jazz with Matthew K Holmes in the Hartford area, Blues without Borders (a 

combo of colleagues at UCONN), and, with his son Elijah Gordon and student Greg Doukas, 

ThreeGenerations (an alternative rock band). Their first EP, Now!. is available on music sites worldwide.  

Professor Siphamandla ‘Si’ Zondi (University of Pretoria) 

Siphamandla Zondi is from 1 February 2017 a professor and head of the Department of Political 

Sciences, University of Pretoria, and coordinates the Department’s Institute for Strategic and Political 

Affairs, which analyses strategic dynamics in national, continental and international affairs including 

decision-making, leadership, norms, values, and agency. He also oversees the Centre for the Study of 

Governance Innovation and the Centre for Mediation in Africa. Between 2004 and 2016, he worked first 

as the head of the Africa programme of the Institute for Global Dialogue associated with Unisa and later 

as the head of the Institute itself.  

He was previously employed to lead research on regional integration at the Africa Institute between 

2000 and 2003. His intellectual interests lie in the area of Africa's international relations as well as 

theory building in relation to decolonization and transformation of the modern world and its systems. 

His recent published work focused on the diplomacy of common positions at the African Union, 

decolonising diplomatic theory and practice, south-south agency in global affairs, African voices in 

international relations and the paradigm of peace and dialogue.  

Zondi is the co-editor (with Professor Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni of Unisa) of the recently published book 

entitled Decolonising the University, its Knowledge and Disciplines (Carolina Press) – available on 

Amazon. He is the current editor of the journal, Latin American Report, and is on editorial boards of 

several international journals. He serves on the National Planning Commission of South Africa with a 



special focus on regional and international partnerships. He is also on the Steering Committee of the 

Council on International Relations, which advises the Minister of International Relations and 

Cooperation on international affairs. He was appointed by the Minister of Arts and Culture as one of the 

Social Cohesion Advocates, promoting dialogue and activities designed to help the nation-building and 

social cohesion endeavor. He recently submitted a book manuscript on NGOs, Africa and Global Power 

and is finalizing another on African Agency in World Affairs. He was recently appointed a mentor in the 

NIHSS doctoral mentorship programme. He is a passionate mentor of young thought leaders and 

committed activists in the cause for decolonial diversal futures.  

Professor Tendayi Sithole (University of South Africa) 

Tendayi Sithole is Associate Professor at the Department of Political Sciences, University of South Africa. 

He is the author of Steve Biko: Decolonial Meditations of Black Consciousness (Lanham: Lexington Books, 

2016). Sithole's second book Meditations in Black: Essays from the Limits of Being is forthcoming with 

Rowman and Littlefields Internation. His jazz poetry collection Blue Scripts for Johnny Dyani is 

forthcoming with Black Ghosts Book. 

 


